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ANIMISM IN DEITIES CULT IN MALAYSIAN
TAMIL FOLK SONGS

ABSTRACT

This study was aimed to discover the deities in Malaysian Tamil folk songs, to
analyse the animism in deities cult and to evaluate the impacts of animism among
Tamils Labourers. Qualitative approaches with descriptive and explanatory designs
were used in this study. A total of 117 Malaysian Tamil folk songs that met the
research objectives were analysed. Animism theory and thematic analysis were used
to collect information from the folk songs. Data were analysed using narrative and
discourse analysis. Narrative analysis describes the content of the folk songs while
discourse analysis explains the usage of terms and words used in the folk songs that
can be related to the deities and animism. Code manual were used as research
instrument. The findings showed that eight types of deities such as Main male deities,
Main female deities, Tutelary male deities, Tutelary female deities, Devas, Nature
Deities, Festivals and Places were worshipped by the Tamil labourers. Four elements
of animism which founded in deities cult were consodilated according similarities.
This study also showed the psychological, physical and cultural impacts by animism
in deities cult among Tamil labourers. The study fully exposed the deity beliefs
among Tamil Labourers.
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ANIMISME DALAM PEMUJAAN DEWA-DEWI DALAM
LAGU RAKYAT TAMIL MALAYSIA

ABSTRAK

Kajian ini bertujuan untuk mengenalpasti dewa-dewi dalam lagu rakyat Malaysia,
menganalisis animism yang terkandung dalam pemujaan dewa-dewi dan menilai
kesan-kesan animisme dalam kalangan buruh Tamil. Pendekatan kualitatif bersama
reka bentuk deskriptif dan penjelasan telah diaplikasikan dalam kajian ini. Lagu
rakyat Tamil sebanyak 117 yang menemui objektif kajian telah dianalisis. Teori
animisme dan analisis tematik telah digunakan untuk mengumpul maklumat daripada
lagu rakyat. Data telah dianalisis dengan menggunakan kaedah analisis naratif dan
wacana. Analisis naratif telah menghuraikan kandungan lagu rakyat manakala analisis
wacana telah menjelaskan penggunaan terma dan perkataan yang digunakan dalam
lagu rakyat yang berhubungkait dengan dewa-dewi dan animisme. Kod manual telah
digunakan sebagai instrumen kajian. Dapatan kajian telah menunjukkan bahawa lapan
jenis dewa-dewi telah disembah oleh buruh Tamil iaitu Dewa utama, Dewi utama,
Dewa sampingan, Dewi sampingan, Dewa, Dewa-dewi alam, Perayaan dan Tempat.
Empat elemen animisme yang didapati telah disatukan berpandukan persamaan.
Kajian ini juga telah menunjukkan impak dari segi psikologi, fizikal dan budaya oleh
animisme dalam pemujaan dewa-dewi oleh buruh Tamil. Kajian ini telah
mendedahkan kepercayaan buruh Tamil secara menyeluruh.
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STHSMSMETULD — YUmileg  Susubrarsten. &g  swlpiseflar  Fow
siPleieneryd, Ol UM g6 AUTEHEHSSBHSGSL LUflgmowd MBS
O&memer  euflsg  OQFwwd.  Goed, 2 eudleT  LpmLWTET  [BOSEmESWIT 6T
o Wrlurmmenengl  sllpiseflar  Ggwe  aflurhseiar  aumuiens  SiuFasiT
aumpelley e MUBSSWeTem  srEHsEESmETUD Cgefleym Uflbg G&meTeT  (plgW.
“WCnFWS s BT (hUymUuTLeoEeT” Eredler wpaayemruley wrs Gln(bHLom mer
SiursEsT  GOILI(bemerg  Gumev, slpTeEsTer  amuGmiursl KUnbBS S
BIL(BUUMLUUTL 0EH6T  SieufHeriler 2 etenld  auMPSMmESmWL  LIrglusiiugmev,
Sigmall  Lweatl(hssl — sufseflar Glgule  BLUISMSSMT QTS

JOUMLWSTS LQHSSD 6TaTm STTISSleonmey Seveuriiiey GumolasmememiuL L gl



1.3  glies sz

snC@urmsw BLLULS sTudde bELFWS sUlpFasT LGN ©OFWIaTSm6T
aplupSaTpary (FhGamagd & Geam@ssyar, 2020). operme, WEFWTMDHEGL
yowluwinbs Gurg oefseflar  aflumiqed Q@mbs OlSlemesT ubHmMw
SHOULFET Q. LGl afseflar CBMLS5555M0F FoWL  N6TLVSSHleneot
SPbg  Osmerem  aPFCFLWelme.  CBTLIBG, SwlpFseflar  Glgle
auflum_lqe0 2 IFLUTDHMEL  BOUNSMS ERSSSTOL  WSHOSTEI(H BB
aubgleTenmss  Feafllfrey & urbsmoer  (2020) pSGwry @MUl menr.
SpaTommel SqGwrmw woApLY BLUSmS, BhHO LOHNWL FSHH auPLT(,
oy efurl wopw Quoms aflurh  CuraTpeas  sUlpFSeflamL Gw
o WFLUrDMe  BOLUISMSWITETG  LPHSTLS0STL(H  L(HES  abHamS
o2 NIFFCQFLSMDaT. FmeT  SlgwTHM  werwumHSL  HowoLwihes
slprEEHL  QECGs  Oglamsamst  eauflubo  Qumlpg 2 WIFLUTH M
poLUSmESmW  afluT(hsefle CBTLIHEeSTHCLTL Lemandgis 6lEme(heTeTer.
T, SABBLINGMES GHSS AUTHET PWMLWTS  ANBS (S S606me0.
8on® 2WFLuUTHD BOLUISMSOWS STREGT HDaTuOmid Qb WSSl
gmyors  sUlpFeEsT  &mLUNYs556s smrawrgd (Kuen & Ling, 2019(.

B&dm Do,

“‘GamlLiyms Camulouseign Loomssflan Fows Oseflupm &lFmo

Qswea afur (G wepGu Warupoiul b absg",



sTarn (Pr& QBbLTIMET (1997) Swuiseflar smsmes O&Tarpn 2 nd
Csugls O&mster wiadngl. <&, slpTaEeflear Tl ge 2 uIFUILTHDHED
podsma  QoBs  CUTIRD  SmEs  GHSS SR POBS
SPBSHMHEseleoemen. eTerGeu, Ogwen  suplumseflaysmsm 2 udFiLmmHmeSeormeo
SPT&E6T SIS0 NeeTHS STHSMSEMETLD SH6UTSH6T 2 600rT b S|(IF & H6606m6V.

sTe@ou, Qeusliyent(h FlEHLEMNS ST QS ey CHOSTsTETILL L .

1.4  syie GBTESD

) wCnFws B  BIL(UYDLUTLc&6TeTeT GG WeImISGmeTES
STl MBS 2} euemTLIL(HS SIS6L.

i) wCFWH s BT (BUymLLTLsoSeflesTem  Cgwe  aulum(hesled
sTerlu(BD 2 WFLUTHME &n NISmeTS STl Mibg emSLILbHS SIS60.

i) wGnFWSH SLOID BT (LY mUumL_sos6faeTers Oz e
suflum(aseflgstem 2 WIFLLTDHMEL SOPTS6T WSS 6T HUbHSSIW6TeNS

FTHBHIBMET WHIS(H ClFUIG6.

1.5 e eflerm

) wCwFws s BIL(HUUDLILTL &M  &meorliu(pL  ©lGUIemIS6T

wremey ?



i) wCFWH sV BEIL(BUyDLLTLSeTeeTsm  Glgwe  audlum(hserled
sTeatenr rliflwmenr 2 WIFLLTHMEL FnmiseT SmerorlIL(haSler meor ?

i) wGnFWSH SLOID BT (LY mUUTL_e0&6aeTeTs Oz e
suflur(hsefleustemr 2 WIFLLTDHDE  SOPTS6T LSBT  TSHSHMESW
STHSMSM6T 6] DL(HSSIW6TemenT?

1.6 yuelar p&Slwggieau

Speumemymed  wWEFAWS s  EIL(BUypLUTL STy SmLL UL (heier
OolamssT @GNsaF Fw Uflsme goubhsds Oamam oupommn lomss
Quend eTETLSTL QS pliley CLOHOSTETMILLL gl SGmas OSTLTHS,
wCuAWS s BTL(UYD UTL S0 STamun@h O\GUmSmeT G666y
U qwell(h&s sML(pdng. g PpeECowr YU s &THESLL 5Dl
wCuAwrlnGs Oamer@ earuulL  uGum ersrswiluleomer LT el
LT g0 QeTLfESlwner QLML OGUDMBBS OCglamesT GSMNSS
aureTOML  USaurs Qe  mwsSHes Osmerm 2 sadng. G,
WhEmSW  pueyseT  SigliumL i  Crpresgn  ourwsgl,  wGadlwmsile
BT (UYL umLe0s6fleeTsm  GISUWaRIEmMST  SiqgoWTOHmMw  I6IS6T  G6m ey
TEOTUST QBS <plley D SpUEEHSS 6@H MDD HLLTH MBS MG
L) seaelpeuD, THTHTELS SHl6L LpsL O cuoTemLouTlsn W6 6T
CumosmeTemiL(hos DS Sireot(h GHmevTs6yLD Q1Y) ey SlemLOU]LD.
o IFLUTOMe 6T GlmPUITSYD SUlTSeTar OGRS SETMID <DHS!
UTT&SLUUL TS Hlmeouley Qeueumiie) <G Gumerm  Glum@enmsmn  Gl&meuor

T SUEBEHSES R OSTLSSULMONLTS AmLSIDG. AGIL (HDVEVT S,



wCG&dwmelley  sllpiseaflor W ST  Beoew 2 WIFLUTODMEL SNBSS
BLUSmSSmTL  LTeiemer  CETEHSle YrmiusnHSL Qb Pl
CsrLsss5ms JoUbssE OamThsding. Gwebn, 2 WFLuTHme wWEAWTai
weomis,  m&Eed  Cumarm Gy  Qomfsefley SiFlBoOTE Yy
QWi 4 BSSDI. iGaTTe, Qe 2 WTULTHDO GNSS W6 s6T
Ol QBTLIBG BOLOILD &6MD AmbSIHS Oasrhesslarng. ACsm(,
O\g6y suplum (hserflgieierm 2 UL M mev wGAWS SLOID
BT (pUymUurL_esefleemens spwEseaflar wsHUID TSHSMEBW  STEHSEIS 6T
THUBSSsTETar steUmELD @bs 2piey TBSSDIEADS. SeaTed, Ol
alurhaeafley Qewpbglerer 2 WFUUTHME SlpFaeflar wWHSHUTH @i, LMD,
uewrLm(y FMiBS 6 OUbSIHWeTen srEsmEmeT ANBI OlETarh OgeflaGum

(PlgWjib.

1.7 Sylile 6Tevemev

OB e  waaombwurs  wCuFAws SO BIL(HUYMLUILTL &6
ITUBGETenG.  LELAWT LOMD ASCET(H CSTLILMLW  SHEU0 66T
FMIRSOMT  QBsl Ut s  Gnudbaugme Qe LELFWS  FD
BIL(hUUUUTL 60&6T  6Tern  fempsaLLpSlarmer ((bomeos@ ety weomwi
6TeoT Y SIMWLLL L Gl). ®L_(HOLrssLTS 531 &AW Sl
BT (HLYmLILTL_ 60861 QBTG SSLILL(HeTTere. 3G BHS Sy ieleor
Crreasmamel Lissles OFwuaugnasrs Ogwaus Goluysast 2 mLw 117

urLeodeT L (HGw  eyrmwiul (heTemerr. LGLFWS SO BIL (HLLMLILTL 60H6T



slpFEeT  Uowbluwrs OsmLmeElwus smussl L (1887) OgrLme 1940
aumTUISL 6T MHUL L (PpSHESIWEF FIOLAMSMETL LSeFOIEFWSI6Tongl. LSSMeudSsL L 1D
weorwmeley  YmECoowrseflar smovallsgon HmaoloupMhES STELIEGLD.
B8&ETVESSL_LSIsmar  SOlTHeT  wemwmele  smiseflar GG WweumsamsT
afluL g QamLmeleory. G, SHSEHMLWL Lyjeis weoreile) ©O\GUmS6T
il LIu L pemEemeTwd LML sugerfler  sumuleoms  GleueflsasmiL (w6 meorr.
sTer@ou, SUOITHET EUETRISILS OCIGUIMISMETLD ML FMTHS 5ES6UVSEMEMULD
SpTTWYD Sy ieSeor CrrésmsmeT sensGeusml SIDWHS
B (puyplur_esefleyeter  euflssT  LL(hD  FTOTMISMTS  AUPHISLILL(H

e96m& SLILIL_ (h6Teren.

1.8 QU SFTEOTDTSTIRISET

1.8.1 WSANMIE ST DTS MTTASET
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Spiellelr (PTG FTEOTHTSTONE  (PEMETLT QTT. ST TWSSSler “Gevelw
BT (UYL urLeugen” (1998) eTeTm [ETQID, (WS SWLMET Lpefldsml CsnGsSs
‘BT (puyplurLsosefled  eTer  Lwerd”  (2006) 6T BT  6T(HS SIS
O\@mememLILIL_(h6Terment. (PED6TT6UIT QT ST TS0 CITSGHS5P QLIS
GSOlysmLW 116 UML6U&EHD, (WS ST LpsallFsTillar 6\gwasg &mllymLuw
Q@M LUTLQID BUesd 2 flu wsslwg STasemms qHs s ©SsmeTamiuL_L 6.
531 BrL(uyml  urLesemst 117 urevsst  bL(HGL  <yuleiev

LweTU(hSSLILL_(h6iTerenT.

SIL_L_6uememor 1.1

QUYES 2L LUBSSLUIL L CVHLS SIP BT (PLLDLLITL 60&E6T

¢LO6VLD Q) %) S TTWLILL L 6m6Y
wGe&w BTL (HLYMmLUILTL 6086 497 116
BT (UYL LITL_60&6IT60 6T60 LILI6TOTLD 10 1

1.8.2 GIMEEMIDGF FT60TDTSTIRISET

SIMEF  FTOTHTSIRISMTS FNOISWamEeT, OIUMmHBOGMNTISET, &bS LS,
QBg QOWmSET, 2 WIFLUTDHME WwOMID BT (HUYDUUTL0&S6T  O\GTL[FLIT6T
ETEV&E6T, pWeH6T, SL_(henrseT pSlwas CFrsgisolsmemeTiuL_L r. &l
Qe Glummeemwenwl LoLU(bBSSD, SpUasSHL  FHUTEs  SToSmens

Carmbblg(hasaw womn Cun@amaTassmTEan LWTL(HSSLILIL L 6.



11

1.9 SOVFOIFTEL 696THHID

1.9.1 Glgueubd

Qupms  afurLres  OesmLmaElwg  Ueararmefly  Fpolgiler  mEd
OQumposile afurhsst s GABsg  (Smuud, 2018). BIL(HUYMS
OswamsCm FAnosuamassmm@d (UG, 2016).  G@HFEOTIPSTOLITET
(2011), &FwsTwsdHe  SeSSMSGH  L&EET  aflubb — CGURIEEMENTE
FNOsiamssT arm  apRGHDT]. Csms (2019) Oswe  aflumpsstle
Fnosie afurC  waarmbwrargrs olsmme Geusm(hb sTardmmy. UGLlef
(2018), &yMLSOIFUMTBMET  QAICKTIH STTLSSHDHGSL LT SHISTEIVTS6MTEHS
Slapdlarmenel  eTerald, el 2 (HeTL L (KO &6, SLewl, LI,
urenm, 6feuki@ eTer LG 2 (Heled el LU SeTTaeD 66T a6 m
SpMHM TOIMID S MISOTT. SAFSeImsD (2017), FNOISieumssT 6Tarli(bHLime
et Ceur,  Gluemreorma@eaur,  eloomasTECur gl  perGermyma Geur
SmesonD  ardpmy.  Goeid, ST me  (POHSTEL  DENSTSEMTE DD,
LML,  6NVRIGS6T, UTMDEET  QJSwemmled 2 MMl MmemeULITEHELD
BOUILL L SM&6ID  S&mélnmy. Q5bsF Fnolsuamsehssmar  Camuilossr
sTouel® s OCIBEPWDIEHEEG 2 L UL Mo &L Lupn (wrfluluer, 2017).
8FFNOgwa aAuTLTarg WESHTET  FbHSMOTEMmETUD, BLOLISEMESHEM6TULD,

uPLTL(h&  SnMISMETWL, FWSTWSSD [Hlevayd LIPMDWTETS — Sn DS
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Grglusdfiiugrs  SmwLIDS. QS WWss OumBOSW  abur 4 edmBbgl
Caupul L srEw. OumbOswea aflurwdlmbg Anoslamseflar
sTeTLgl  emwel o, euflubCeurfler  sTeTemilBMmS, SEMWOLL  (WDD, S MHMEV
SpSlwappley Caupul(p modarper (psmgwr, 2016 & wrflwliuer, 2017).
Coug aPsOETHULLL  SLaTsH6T WLOML ASSL6eTECemm(h  C\gmLfLeTer
67 EMEOTL (PSETEMLOE &L_6)6TT&61T QL B0\ eI 6T sTeoTLILI (H &Bl60T 6.
B8)B0GLAMET e WemmUIeTer LLmFsmeTl Glupumeawrsean, Gsmulssst
2 MLWMAWTSOL  Slapdlarpear.  QauoMnes  SNsssd - STomSeie
Fmelprasst B CupSlarmer. &8ss wamsstlear suflumbsetey  Grmosmiw

wenm WerumoiuBhE ngl.

1.9.2 gUlpg QFmifleomenyer

Seuaumilelley SIS GETPeomeTTaEeT 6TaTLL(HLATS6T MmSICows SmevelsSiois
STVSSL_L S0 beomumelin@gs sl aruul L Ogearalblwrast opeur.
GOlUTEs spl GusFssnlqwsd SOTHET pou. Leufseflar  aumpelwede
Cribs sLUARSmMS GOUAGD wCLFWS Sl BT (HLLMLILTL E0&EET,
Sarseflar ampeley QBB CHLARSMETUD CSTLFFHAWTSL LD 9555
e _(hdlermer.  QS50sLamEmeTE  GOHUIAGLOILTWYS - Sme FTTHS

2 WITULTDDID ASEOT STEHSMSEHD ST L LILI(H&6r meo.



13

1.9.3 BIC(BUYDLILITL6D

BT (pUymUum_esst  UCan SmEmsmsT 2 el w  BrL(uymslwede @
SR&ELTS  lommGSlarmer. AMEpTEsT BIL(BUYDLULTL0SEHHES BPHS LY
oS smSmeT  aupmElWeTeTaTy. (Wwrs OmbBrmer (2007), Qmss Slms
aulgeled  mafl_Blpbgs LOHOPTHAMSES aTLOWLTHWLTE UFD LesEIL
allgeowerny  SFmmEomy. Coeyd, Qemen  UTL  elgelled QHESSWD
o j&F&Eefleanr egsTOTGD (Sipsliuer, 2009; Violetta et al, 2020).
BT (UYDLUIUTL0&EMET 2 6TeeHT  LESEHSES OFLF LOHML  SH6I0SH6T

CUPMEIGLIEME 6TETMID Seworoewell (2020) ML DT,

1.9.4 aflun(p

auflur(p eTemid GlFme “‘eufluh” eTemid GlFTELNBHBSH EHTHMD ClUMHMSTSL
(paemawr, 2016). aflur(y eTaTLgl Wwellgar QUDmE pDHDEMVE ST SiEhHd
SFFSG GmET UMTRSS OeTLmEWI Gurg 2 marslulmes Geusmr (b
steor  SlpLugl  (2018)  usFEpT].  CHUAmSEMT  L&WeDE  OFwwW
GuplsmsTemiupL Lymaser, OlFweuT(hsst, QmpauGarm(h QRaTnTes H0S5S6,
SIUMISSTS LEOTSNT  SHUBMNS HDBI MU eTer  aubluml LeGeaumy

Careanmisafley CusLubpslng (Mrsmay, 2019). &FHREE o Ml6r, 2 WFHEmeWTer
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QM Ourmemer &S5 CBEMESaD 2 e  CumblsmeTeTiu(pHL

BL 6l eSS Cem auLT(h <@ L.

1.10 OB¥TGLUYmT

LB Que weaTaiemy, pallilererent, < ioFFlEs, e CHTSSD, ey
ofleorm,  <ylle) (WPSSWSIIOUD,  YUley  6TEVM,  FTETMTSTMISGET,  DHDID
SMVEOIFTL  lenssl  pElwapmm 2 6T SSHIMESNG. QbBS W6y
wCuAws s  EIL(UypLUTLsefley SmeoTUU(L G UIERIGETLLD

SupCorh FribGleTer 2 UAFLLTDHMDmeLWD < TTLEIDG).





