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KAJIAN TENTANG “KELOMPOK TIDAK BERSUARA'" DALAM NOVEL
EILEEN CHANG

ABSTRAK

Kajian ini bertujuan menganalisis mekanisme disiplin wacana kuasa terhadap individu d
alam proses peralihan modeniti. Novel yang dibincangkan ialah karya Eileen Chang. Te
ori wacana-kuasa Foucault diaplikasi sebagai kerangka analisis. Penelitian ini menyoroti
dilema eksistensi dan signifikansi sastera “kelompok tidak bersuara” dalam karya Eilee
n Chang. Melalui metodologi gabungan analisis tekstual mendalam dan interpretasi teori,
kajian memfokuskan empat imej tipikal: iaitu golongan ketinggalan zaman yang nekad
berpegang pada tradisi lama, intelektual moden yang terasing akibat pengaruh Barat, ind
ividu yang tenggelam dalam jurang nafsu, serta kelompok marjinal di lapisan bawah hie
rarki kuasa. Hasil kajian menunjukkan bahawa dengan memberi perhatian kepada watak
-watak terpinggir ini, Eileen Chang berjaya menggambarkan krisis kewujudan dan ident
iti mereka. Beliau telah mendedahkan bagaimana operasi wacana kuasa membentuk nasi
b watak-watak novelnya. “Kelompok tidak bersuara” dalam karyanya bukan sekadar ket
iadaan suara, tetapi ini merupakan bentuk perlawanan untuk meluahkan penderitaan dan
penentangan individu dalam konteks sosial sejarah tertentu. Kesimpulannya, karya Eile
en Chang bukan sahaja memaparkan tragedi “kelompok tidak bersuara”, malah juga me
neroka perjuangan terhad individu di bawah operasi wacana kuasa. Implikasi kajian yan
g pertama, aplikasi teori wacana kuasa Foucault bagi membina kerangka interpretasi krit
ikal dalam kajian karya Eileen Chang, sekaligus mengisi jurang dalam penyelidikan sedi
a ada dari segi kedalaman teori dan sistematik. Kedua, model analisis “kelompok tidak b
ersuara” yang dipelopori dalam kajian ini turut menyediakan suatu rujukan penyelidikan
antara disiplin dalam kajian watak sastera moden. Ketiga, pembacaan baharu terhadap
modenisme aliran Shanghai turut menyegarkan wacana kritikan budaya kontemporari te
ntang konstruksi subjektiviti.
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A STUDY OF THE “APHASIA” IN EILEEN
CHANG’S NOVELS

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study is to reveal how individuals are disciplined by power-discourse
during the modernization transition and how Eileen Chang critiques and transcends this
phenomenon through her literary narratives. This study employs Foucault’s theory of
power-discourse as its theoretical framework to systematically examine the existential
dilemmas and literary significance of the “silenced figures” in Eileen Chang’s novels.
Research methodology involves a combined approach of close textual analysis and
theoretical interpretation. The study focuses on four typical types of silenced figures:
remnants of the old era clinging to outdated knowledge, Westernized intellectuals
alienated by modern education, morally degraded individuals lost in desire, and
marginalized groups at the bottom of power structures. The findings demonstrate that by
multi-dimensionally portraying these silenced figures, Eileen Chang not only depicts the
cognitive fragmentation and subjectivity crisis of individuals under modernity’s impact
but also deconstructs the operational logic of power-discourse through her unique
narrative strategies. Specifically, the “silence” of these figures is not merely voice lessness
but a form of resistant discourse—through which the writer subverts the grand narratives
of traditional enlightenment while constructing an aesthetic paradigm that examines
modern spiritual dilemmas from a micro-power perspective. The conclusion highlights
that Eileen Chang’s depiction of silenced figures transcends mere tragic representation; its
deeper significance lies in exposing the violence of power-discourse and exploring the
limited possibilities of individual resistance within a disciplinary society. The study brings
about three theoretical implications. First, it systematically establishes a critical dialogue
between Foucault’s theory and Eileen Chang’s literary studies. Second, the proposed
‘silenced figures’ analytical model provides an interdisciplinary methodological reference
for modern literary character studies. Third, by re-examining the modernity of Shanghai-
style literature, it offers insights into contemporary cultural criticism, particularly
regarding discussions of subjectivity. .
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