GAR

INSIGHTS

GUIDANGE

i‘h

M
L]
a !
, e N . :
#!
3 -a T- - :'_ﬁ..
k1 = T L sp Y

5 N
Sy
gri e
.-_'-_ . b

-

MAY 26, 2026 - TANJONG MALIM
BY DR. ASMAWI BIN HAJI HASHIM

THE MAIN CHALLENGE FACING GRADUATE
EMPLOYABILITY TODAY

A key challenge facing graduate employability today is the
gap between academic knowledge and real-world industry
readiness. In fields like financial economics, many students
understand theory but lack practical skills in data analysis,
financial modeling, and tools such as Excel, Python, or
financial platforms. Employers increasingly seek graduates
who combine technical competence with critical thinking,
adaptability, and communication skills. Bridging this gap
through internships, certifications, and applied learning is
essential for improving career prospects in a competitive
global financial market.

ADVICE FOR STUDENTS IN PREPARING FOR THEIR
FUTURE CAREERS

Based on my experience, | would advise students to go
beyond academic excellence and actively build practical
skills relevant to their field. For financial economics
students, this means developing strong analytical abilities,
mastering tools like Excel, Python, and financial databases,
and staying informed about global market trends. Gaining
internships and industry exposure is equally important.
Students should also cultivate adaptability, communication
skills, and a growth mindset to remain competitive in an
evolving financial sector shaped by technology and
globalization.
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ONE CAREER LESSON LEARNED THE HARD WAY

One career lesson | learned the hard way is that technical
knowledge alone is not enough to succeed. Early on, |
focused heavily on academic performance, assuming it
would automatically open doors. However, | realized that
networking, communication skills, and practical experience
are equally important. Building professional relationships
and continuously upgrading practical skills significantly
shaped my career growth and opportunities.

“BUILDING PROFESSIONAL
RELATIONSHIPS AND CONTINUOUSLY
UPGRADING PRACTICAL SKILLS
SIGNIFICANTLY SHAPED MY CAREER

GROWTH AND OPPORTUNITI
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