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A STUDY ON DESTINY OF KOVALAN THE MAIN CHARACTER IN
SILAPPATHIKAARAM EPIC

ABSTRACT

The objective of this study is to identify vices and virtues of Kovalan in the Tamil epic
Silappathikaaram, to analyse those attributes with reference to Thiruvalluvar's Oozh
(loosely translated as destiny) theory and to further expound on the lesson learned
through Kovalan’s destiny. The main aim of this study is to convey the outcome of an
intense Oozh. Qualitative data analysis methods have been used in this research
whereby all the three objectives of this study have been reached effectively through
library and text analysis methods. In the theory part, the whole of Silappathikaaram
epic has been thoroughly studied and understood. Kovalan's vices and virtues were
identified by scrutinizing his lifestyles, his journey, incidences that influence his next
course of action and its impact on the society has been analyzed in accordance with
Thiruvalluvar's Oozh theory. Four vices and four virtues that shape Kovalan’s destiny
in Silappathikaaram were explored. The effects of predestination were analyzed
according to the four evils and virtues as propounded by Thiruvalluvar in his
couplets. As for the findings, nine lessons learned from Kovalan’s destiny were
explained through critical observation of all the incidents that shaped his life. It clearly
reveals that Kovalan’s four vices and four virtues had dictated his destiny and
corroborates the fact that human race are destined to experience the consequences of
their own act. The implication of this study is, it proves one can’t refute the law of
nature. Our own actions produce results according to the pattern of those actions. The
research is significant in a sense that Kovalan’s life story is relevant even today and can
be used as a guiding principle in our daily conduct. In conclusion, understanding
Thiruvalluvar’s Oozh theory with reference to Silappathikaaram helps one to
understand the implication of one’s vices and virtues. Enhancing oneself and family
with knowledge and conduct based on virtues will benefit the society on the whole.
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KAJIAN HUKUM KARMA KOVALAN WATAK UTAMA EPIK
SILAPPATHIKAARAM

ABSTRAK

Objektif kajian ini adalah untuk mengenal pasti perilaku buruk dan perilaku baik
Kovalan dalam epik Tamil Silappathikaaram, menganalisis ciri-ciri  tersebut
berdasarkan teori Oozh (diterjemahkan secara longgar sebagai karma) Thiruvalluvar
dan selanjutnya untuk menjelaskan pengajaran yang diperoleh daripada cara hidup
Kovalan. Tujuan utama kajian ini adalah untuk menekankan akibat Oozh yang sengit.
Kaedah analisis kualitatif telah digunakan dalam penyelidikan mni. Objektif kajian i
telah dicapai secara berkesan melalui kaedah analisis perpustakaan dan teks. Perilaku
buruk dan baik Kovalan diidentifikasi dengan meneliti corak perjalanan hidup, tingkah
laku yang mempengaruhi tindakan lanjut Kovalan dan kesannya terhadap masyarakat.
Semuanya telah dianalisis berpandukan teori Oozh Thiruvalluvar. Dapatan kajian
menunjukkan bahawa sembilan pengajaran yang diperoleh daripada kehidupan
Kovalan dielaskan melalui pengamatan kritis terhadap semua kejadian yang berlaku
dalam hidupnya. Ternyata, empat perilaku buruk dan empat perilaku baik Kovalan
mencorakkan peristiwa hidupnya dan membuktikan kesahihan fakta yang menyatakan
bahawa golongan manusia ditakdirkan untuk menanggung akibat perbuatan mereka
sendiri tanpa mengambil kira latar belakang seseorang. Kesimpulannya, memahami
teori Oozh Thiruvalluvar dengan merujuk kepada Silappathikaaram dapat membantu
kita memahami dan mendalami mmplikasi peri laku buruk dan baik dalam kehidupan
seharian kita. Implikasi kajian ini menunjukkan bahawa manusia akhirnya tidak boleh
menafikan hukum alam dan akibat perbuatan mereka. Corak tindakan seseorang
menentukan hasil yang diterima. Kajian ini adalah penting memandangkan kisah hidup
Kovalan relevan hingga hari ini dan boleh dijadikan sebagai prinsip hidup atau panduan
dalam kehidupan seharian kita Oleh hal yang demikian, pengetahuan tentang nilai-nilai
peril aku baik amatlah penting untuk meningkatkan diri dan keluarga dan memberi
manfaat kepada masyarakat pada keseluruhannya.
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